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In accordance with the requirements of 37 C.F.R. §§ 1»56, 1.97-1.98, and MPEP- ^ 
§ 609, Applicants hereby bring the references noted on the attached Form PTO-1449 to 
the attention of the Patent Examiner. Copies of the references are attached. 

The above information is presented so that the United States Patent and Q- 

o 

Trademark Office may, in the first instance, determine the materiality, if any, of the noted O 

o 

_Q 
D 



references to the claimed invention. See 37 C.F.R. § 1.104(a)(1998) (conferring upon the 
PTO the duty to consider and. use any such information). It is respectfully requested that 
the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and 
that the references be made of record therein and* appear among the "References Cited" 
on any patent to issue therefrom. 

If the Patent Examiner has any questions or wishes to discuss this application, the 
Patent Examiner is kindly requested to telephone the undersigned. 
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Attorney Docket No. 40921/205583 

No fees are believed to be necessary, however, the Office is hereby authorized to 
charge Deposit Account No. 16-1435 for any deficiencies. A copy of this correspondence 
edTolely for this purpose. _ ' : * - - r".r;z^ z^^ 

Respectfully submitted, 





ra,i*fegf No. 29,733 
One of the Atto^ys for Applicant 
Kilpatrick Stdckton LLP 
3737 Glenwood Avenue, Suite 400 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27612 
Telephone: 919-420-1820 
Facsimile: 919-420-1800 




Dated: October 3, 2001 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope 


addressed to: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 on this date: October 3, 2001 


Typed or printed name 


Karyn Grimm, Assistant 


^ Signature 




' Date 


October 3, 2001 j 



Burden Hour Statement This lotfn is 
comments on the amount of time you &re required to complete this form should be send to the Chief Information Officer, 
Office, Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: 
Patents. Washington, DC 20231. 
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